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The COVID-19 pandemlc has"relnforced why we need the new NT[§ roadmap more than ever.
L

In discussing the WHO NTD roadmap, we wanted to emphasrze resilience anc strengthenlng health

systems. In this era’ of COVID 19, thls has proven to be a crucial element in sustalnable health campalgns

Neglected Troprcal Diseases are assoaated W|th stlgma and poverty Where you see poor sanltatlon
scarcity, you will find NTDs. - Sk
As of 2019 at least 40 countries have eliminated at least one NTD i), RS 3 .

Integrated approaches multlsectoral act|on .and country, ownersh|p are so |mportant |f we want to be
successful in the flght agalnst NTDs

Ending the Neglect to attaln the Sustamable Development Goals is the off|<:|al title of the Roadmap:

The Roadmap was a very consultat|ve process including reg|onal and couptry V\forkshops |nterv1ews W|th
experts and colleagues and publlc rewéws ¥ p
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We need to mean it when we Say Country ownershlp because without this, the Roadmap ‘will not succeed»
How do we use stakeholders to ensure they are cohtr|but|ng ina meanlngful way that will be p05|t|vely 5
|mpactful on cOuntr|es is a quest|on we have been tacklmg in developing the Roadmap

i

We need the clear framework to support countrles |n reachmg their targets

. The new WHO roadmap is more reIevant than ever before because of its strong ties to Un|versaI Health

. Coverage and the communlty The same volunteers for NTDs have been trained in COVID 19 messages and
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-we will continue to focus on community and country ownerships.
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New roadm’ap is promoting resi.lience‘:,\ health system strengthening and country ownership. It is cross-

cutting and collaberative, which is necessary as we build back bettet from COVID-19.
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Dr Charlotte Ndiaye

In Madagascar, mass drug administration (MDA) is a priority, and we have worked hard to ensure that
COVID-19 does not slow down the progress made in the fight against NTDs.

There is a stigmatization of LF SCH STH in Madagascar.
It is important to have initiatives and innovations that will allow us to adapt to COVID-19.

We need to work with the government to ensure the success of our work on mass distribution of NTD
drugs.

It is of the utmost importance to continue our MDA campaigns.

The main activities all had to be reviewed as COVID-19 regulations increased (planning, input routing,
community awareness and mobilization, door-to-door distribution and supervision, and evaluation).

NTDs are not going to wait for the end of COVID-19, they are active, and we must carry out our MDA
campaign to protect the population.

Thanks to the expertise of the monitoring team, we have been able to measure the readiness of the
districts.

SMS and illustrations are just a few of the innovative measures we have taken to ensure that we reach
every corner of Madagascar for MMDs.

Other innovations included: establishment of a headquarters and remote MMDs; new tools such as
SMS messages and data entry masks for data transmission.

ESPEN has been an essential support in the preparation of our MDAs.

Q&A Session

Zimbabwe is currently experiencing a malaria epidemic at time of COVID-19. How can governments
ensure resources are allocated to support an epidemic like this without compromising COVID-19
interventions.

®* We need to continue to work to live with COVID-19 and ensure that COVID-19 doesn’t overshadow
other diseases, so governments must work with partners.

There's a strong correlation between NTDs and WASH. And with the fallout of the coronavirus
outbreak this is more important now yet, millions of Africans lack access to WASH services. How is
WASH being integrated into the new NTDs roadmap?

® Strong WASH is central to fight against NTDs. In Roadmap we have ensured we have WASH
Indicators and have prioritized this. We aren’t saying we will build wells directly - but collaborate to
ensure that we put resources (such as clean water) in areas that have high endemicity for COVID-19.

For the Roadmap publication, we are waiting for the WHA endorsement, but we are not waiting while
sitting down. We will continue to advocate on its behalf and fight in an aligned way.




